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 Dear Parents / Carers, 

As always at this time of year, I find it hard to believe that we already find ourselves half way through the school year and 
very soon we will be in the final term of this academic year. Where does the time go!?  

On the note of thank you - thank you to everyone who reads the comments from your class staff and responds back 
through the home school book. It is always lovely for staff to read such positive feedback as well as constructive criticism 
about how we can improve. Ultimately we are all in this together and just like you, want the best for all our / your children. 
Thank you also to you all those parents/carers who came to see me on the 28th February 2024. I will arrange more dates in 
summer term 2024. Again the importance of us working in partnership to co-educate the children cannot be overstated. 
This partnership can only be to the good of the children.  

Following the above, from all of us at St. Giles’ School we wanted to thank you for the continued support you provide us in 
our strive to give your children the very best everyday. We really could not do it without you all. Thank you also for all the 
positive feedback and support you give us verbally, in writing. 

I hope that you all had a lovely half-term holiday and are already enjoying the busy rest of the term we have ahead (there 
are only three weeks and three school days left!). Finally have a great St. David’s Day on 1st March 2024! 

Mr. Hehir 

Sam Nessling – Appointment of new permanent Assistant Head teacher 

It is with great celebration that I can announce to the parent/carer body the appointment of our own Samantha Nessling 
to the position of permanent Assistant Head Teacher from January 2024. We wish her all the best in her future role and 
there will be opportunities to officially meet her in her new role in Spring and Summer term 2024. 

Students who have unplanned absence 

Can I ask for parents/carers to contact the school by telephone /email  before 8.00am each morning for any unplanned  
student absence. The school student absence number is 0208 680 2141 / email : absence@st-giles.croydon.sch.uk 

       Please give: 

A/Your name 
B/Your child’s name 
C/Reason for absence and 
D/If know planned date of return to school.  

Note – if you can call the school back the day before you expect your child to return the school. Also for every day of   
student unplanned absence can you also contact the school before 8.00am. 

Dates for the diary 

School INSET – Thursday 28th March 2024 – This is a non-student day. 

Parents/carers evening – Wednesday 19th June 2024 from 4pm to 6pm 

We wish everyone a wonderful March 2024! 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr. Hehir 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY 
March 2024   

Thu 28th Mar: Inset day—school closed for pupils 

Easter holidays: Fri 29th Mar - Fri 12th Apr 

April 2024 

Mon 15th Apr  - Term starts 

 

May 2024 

Mon 6th May: Bank holiday (school closed) 

Tue 7th May: Inset day (school closed for pupils)  

Half Term: Mon 27th May  -  Fr 31st May 

June 2024   

Mon 3rd June—Term starts 

 

Summer Holidays: Thu 25th July  -  Tues 3rd  Sep 

 

Term starts Wed 4th Sep 



My name is Sam Nessling and I am the new permanent Assistant Head teacher at St Giles School.  
I have been a teacher for 11 years, beginning my career in a mainstream school before being appointed as the Head of Middle and 
teacher of Green class at St Giles for 7 Years. When I returned from maternity leave, I was an Acting Assistant Head teacher for a year 
before being appointment permanently.  
Working at St Giles is a teaching post like no other. I love the bespoke  education we provide our young people as we support them to 
really be the best they can be. One of my favourite things to see is a pupil learners to communicate in their own way and being able 
to  control elements of their surroundings, for example using switches, eye gaze or communication aids.  
My main responsibilities as the Assistant Head are Assessment, Behaviour as a form of communication and Staff training.  
Assessment enables us to see the steps pupils are making towards their goals. These could be targets set at the EHCP review or          
targets set by the class teacher lesson by lesson. It enables us to plan for what our pupils can currently do, and what we would like 
them to achieve.  
I am very passionate about Behaviour as a form of communication and supporting pupils in being able to regulate their behaviours 
and manage their emotions effectively. I work alongside teachers to develop behaviour and regulation plans for our young people and 
review these regularly.  
I love teaching and this includes supporting staff to reach their career goals and develop the next generation of teachers and teaching  
assistants. This enables us as a school to use best practise and develop a range of   expertise 
which support us in providing a bespoke education for our pupils.  
My dream would be to educate the world to make it a better, more inclusive place for our young    
people so that they can access the range of opportunities and experiences that their             
mainstream peers have. I love re-creating these experiences the best we can at St Giles through 
our many WOW days.  
I really hope I get to meet many more of you at some of our Parent and Carer events over the 
next term or two! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Croydon Healthy Homes 

You can now access all the information on our domestic energy advice in one place: www.croydon.gov.uk/
energyadvice 
and the Croydon Healthy Homes paper referral form has been updated. Croydon Healthy Homes is a private 
sector only service for homeowners and private renters 
 
 

Croydon Town Centre Regeneration Strategy 
Get involved and have your say on the future of Croydon town centre! 
Croydon Council is asking residents, community groups and businesses to get involved in a range of activities to 
learn and have fun while helping to shape plans for the future of the town centre. 
You can let us know your thoughts through the ‘Croydon Town Centre: Have your say’ Survey. This survey was 
made by locals as part of a programme of creative workshops and resources to help the community get         
involved in creating a Croydon Town Centre Regeneration Strategy being made by Croy-
don Council. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWPeossW1sdabJOiLw1zZJBu3Oi0QYB4Z0tXMBKXIG
VR2_6g/viewform 
Use this digital version designed with & for young people!  For younger children to get involved, there is also 
the super fun Family Activity Guide!  

Printed versions are available at Turf Projects in the Whitgift Centre and local libraries if you'd prefer a physical 
copy.  You can email to request physical copies are dropped off and collected. 

 

http://www.croydon.gov.uk/energyadvice
http://www.croydon.gov.uk/energyadvice
https://www.croydonurbanroom.com/whats-on
https://www.croydonurbanroom.com/resources
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWPeossW1sdabJOiLw1zZJBu3Oi0QYB4Z0tXMBKXIGVR2_6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWPeossW1sdabJOiLw1zZJBu3Oi0QYB4Z0tXMBKXIGVR2_6g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflVSemMHuTwYdVbCZGxlIYQg3PIaZC6V0pPX5zh1FMILPl1A/viewform
https://www.croydonurbanroom.com/resources/croydon-town-centre-regeneration-strategy-family-activity-guide
https://turf-projects.com/visit-turf/
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Please see the monthly 
Newsletter from our      
Catering Company      
Aspens. 




